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Board Meetings and Open Meetings Act Compliance

2501A Electronic Board of Education Meetings

The Board may hold electronic meetings, and Board members and the public may
participate remotely, only as permitted by this Policy, the Open Meetings Act, and other
applicable law.

A.

B.

© 2023

Definition

The definition in this section applies only to this Policy. All other words found in this
Policy, unless specifically defined, are given their plain meaning.

e “Two-Way Communication” means telephone, video, or other means of
conferencing that allows Board members to hear and be heard by both the
public and other Board members, and allows the public to hear and be
heard by other members of the public and the Board members during public
comment. Real-time typed public comments that may be read to or shared
with Board members and the public is a sufficient form of two-way
communication for purposes of public participation during an electronic
Board meeting.

Permissible Reasons for Wholly Electronic Board Meetings

The Board may hold a meeting wholly electronically, with every Board member and
the public participating remotely, if every Board member simultaneously satisfies
one or more of the conditions identified in Section C of this Policy.

Permissible Reasons for Individual Board Member Remote Participation

A Board member who is not physically present at an in-person Board meeting due
to military duty, a “disability” within the meaning of the ADA, or other reason
permitted by Michigan law may be counted toward a quorum, deliberate, and vote.
To qualify, members absent due to military duty must follow the procedures listed
in Section D, below. Unless otherwise provided, any Board member who is not
absent due to a qualifying exception must be physically present at the meeting to
participate.

Procedures to Accommodate Board Member Remote Participation

The Board institutes the following procedures to ensure that a Board member who
is not physically present at an in-person Board meeting may be counted toward a
quorum, deliberate, and vote at a Board meeting.

1. The Board and the remote Board member will ensure there is Two-Way
Communication during the meeting;
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2. The remote Board member must provide notice to the superintendent at least
48 hours before the meeting; and

3. The Superintendent or designee will ensure that public notice of the remote
Board member’s physical absence and information on how to contact the
remote Board member is provided sufficiently in advance of the Board meeting
so that a member of the public may provide input on or ask questions about
any business that will come before the Board at the meeting.

Procedures to Ensure Public Participation at Electronic Meetings

If the Board convenes a wholly electronic meeting or any Board member
participates remotely, the public will also be provided the opportunity to attend the
public meeting remotely.

The Board will not require the public to register or otherwise provide their names
or other information as a condition of attending a Board meeting, whether in-person
or remotely. The Board may require the public to submit information, consistent
with public participation rules, to participate in the public comment portion of a
meeting.

Electronic Board Meeting Notice Requirements

The Superintendent or designee will post notice of an electronic Board meeting at
least 18 hours before the meeting. If the Board will be convening in a physical
location with one or more Board members attending remotely pursuant to Section
C, the notice must include both the physical and virtual locations of the meeting.

If the District has an internet presence that includes monthly or more frequent
updates of public meeting agendas or minutes, the notice must be included on a
portion of the District’'s website that is fully accessible to the public, either on the
District’'s homepage or on a separate webpage dedicated to public notices for non-
regularly scheduled or electronic meetings that is accessible through a prominent
and conspicuous link on the District website’s homepage. The link must clearly
describe its purpose for public notice of non-regularly scheduled or electronic
meetings.

The notice must clearly explain:
1. Why the Board is holding an electronic meeting;

2. How the public may participate remotely. If a telephone number, internet
address, virtual meeting address, or other information is needed to participate,
that information must be specifically provided;

3. How the public may contact Board members to provide input on or ask
questions about business that will come before the Board at the meeting;

4. Which Board members will be participating remotely and information about how
the public may contact those Board members in advance of the meeting to
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provide input on or ask questions about any business that will come before the
Board at the meeting; and

5. How persons with disabilities may participate in the meeting.
G. Electronic Board Meeting Agenda Requirements

The Superintendent or designee must post the electronic meeting’s agenda to the
District’'s website, if an agenda exists. The agenda must be posted at least two
hours before the electronic meeting begins. The Board may amend the agenda at
the meeting.

Legal authority: MCL 15.263, 15.263a.
Date adopted: 11/15/2021
Date revised: 9/18/2023

LAw FIrRM, P.C.



